HOWTO: FINDSTR in Windows like EGREP in Linux

We all like being able to inventory quickly what we have, create reports quickly and make servers lists easily. But we have a real issue with some of the tools that are available to get this job done easily and without cost. Piping "find string" (findstr), a native application in Windows since before NT, like the EGREP command in Linux, makes listing available and FREE. Using FINDSTR makes all your other commandline tools more powerful and adaptable

Here is an example:

Say I want a list of servers from my BURWELL domain with “ts” in the name to then run a PSEXEC remote script against for applying, for example, a defragmentation command to a list of servers as a scheduled task, all at once. Normally this would be a royal pain to do. But with FINDSTR it's less of a problem:

I use NET VIEW against the domain and then pipe through FINDSTR to get what I want:

net view /burwell |findstr /I /R "ts" >>%sourcedrive%\utils\servers.txt

So, voila'!, I have a list of all servers with “ts” in the naming convention. You can easily see why naming convention standardization is a good thing, by the way. I can bet you mentioned that once or twice in your career!

So if I now port this command to a text file with the create and write command ">>" I can easily get the list.

h

net view /domain |findstr /I /R strings >>file.txt

I can then run my PSEXEC script against that list.

Note: for a list of the options in FINDSTR run "findstr /?" from the cmd window. PSEXEC is available FREE at www.SysInternals.com, a Microsoft domain.

Also note that  as this is a PIPE of all the data NET VIEW can 'see' you will always have to clean up the file before running the "psexec" against it.

So now you can use this list you've made to query from such tools as are found in PSTools, the very powerful set of apps made by Mark Russinovich - which are now wholly owned by Microsoftâ and available for free use without any license requirements (www.SysInternals.com).

Let's try a few options so you get idea.

From a remote cmd shell you have domain admin rights from run...

net view |findstr /I /R /G:\\%USERDOMAIN%\netlogon\folder\strings.txt

-did you look at the FINDSTR /? help file yet?-

Note: You will not get the password prompt utilizing FINDSTR from a PIPE. So when your script stops and waits type your password and press enter to commit the script. I do not recommend sending clear text passwords...ever. 

Also Note: To test the scripts remove the "|findstr /I /R /G:\\domainname\netlogon\folder\strings.txt" to confirm the passwords work correctly.

You can get pretty fancy with FINDSTR.
Like this one from the desktop command window using an existing list of servers and psinfo:

psinfo /accepteula -u %USERDOMAIN%\username @listofservers |findstr /I /R /G:\\%USERDOMAIN%\netlogon\folder\strings.txt

Note: the "list of servers" must be in the folder you run the script from or this file can be on a network share as indicated. PsTools will pull from UNC but they just will not write to UNC very consistently.

The "strings.txt" file is only a list of keywords and can be queried from a FS. In this instance I am using PSINFO which has a specific number of data fields to query:

System

Kernel

Product

Service

Processor

You can use strings directly as well:

psinfo /accepteula |findstr /I /R "System"

psinfo /accepteula |findstr /I /R "Kernel"

psinfo /accepteula |findstr /I /R "Product"

psinfo /accepteula |findstr /I /R "Service"

psinfo /accepteula |findstr /I /R "Processor"

NOTE: "Findstr /?" gives you options for creating csv or tdfs for reports as well.

Also NOTE: Never copy and paste from an email without checking for whitespace creation in notepad first to use for commandline scripting... Remember host files? ;) -PB

I hope this information is as useful to you as I have found it to be for me.

Patrick J. Burwell

Patrick@BurwellFamily.us
NOTE: If you interested in hiring me here is my contact info:

Word (doc) Resume
Right click the above link and "save as" to a location (like "Desktop"). Then open from your desktop.

In-Depth Recruiting/HR Profile
Questions answered that recruiters and HR personnel ask frequently

Patrick Burwell Factsheet
This is to identify skills and capabilities that a flat resume would not be able to identify.

References available as needed
Note: Clients or salesmen will be given references only after the first interview.

